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To the farmers who breathe life into the soil, and our supply partners who transform 

every seed, fruit, root and grain into the highest quality food ingredients, we are 

forever grateful. Thank you for your passion and dedication, and for entrusting us with 

your livelihood.

With the support of our friends worldwide, we embarked on a year-long journey to 

curate this collection of stories in honor of our twenty-fifth year in business. It is our 

hope that by sharing these stories we gain a greater understanding of each other and 

remember that we are all connected by one planet and one big sky.

Obrigado,

Hans and Joan Friese
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Dely Neyra 

C O C O A
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D E L Y  N E Y R A
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Collor José de Almeida Guerra

H O N E Y

Growing up on a family farm in Guanhães, in southeastern Brazil’s state of Minas Gerais, 
Collor José de Almeida Guerra learned to raise crops and cattle, and produce milk and 
cheese, before moving to the city as an electrician. But at age 21, he found his calling and 
returned to his home after a friend told him about beekeeping. 

Now, at age 29, Collor has never stopped studying the behavior of this fascinating insect. 
Today, he has about 50 apiaries, with a total of 900 beehives near his home in Guanhães, 
which produce about 20 tons of honey per year or more.

Honey is harvested twice a year, in relation to the natural flowering of the region’s plants. 
The season’s first flowering of the eucalyptus plant, which spans the months between 
February and April, yielded 19 tons of honey this year. The spring’s wild-flowering period, 
between August and October, will yield a second harvest, which is expected to bring in 
12 tons more. Each harvest takes two to three weeks to complete with the help of nearby 
resident, Kleyton Conceição Francisco de Araujo. Collor ships his honey to his corporate 
partner for export worldwide. 
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When he is not harvesting honey, Collor maintains his equipment 
and facilities, and manages his apiaries, which are scattered within 
the eucalyptus crops of a large pulp company and in belts of native 
forests near other eucalyptus fields, an area that spans 12,000 
hectares of eucalyptus and native forest. In these areas, there is 
no deforestation or pesticide use, which guarantees the quality of 
the honey that he produces.

Collor’s expanding production has allowed him to improve his 
business operations. In recent years, he has built a warehouse, 
a shed that houses his honey house, and a workshop where he 
maintains his equipment. A new pickup truck, now on order, will 
increase his productivity in added comfort. With profits from his 
business he has also bought land and built a house where he lives 

with his wife, Júnia Aparecida, and his two children, four-year-old 
Guilherme, and 18-month-old Mariana.

Looking ahead, Collor hopes to ensure a good education for his 
children so that they can choose their own path in life, whether 
in beekeeping in the countryside, or in something else. But for 
Collor, satisfaction with beekeeping allows him to wake up early 
every day ready to work, even on Sundays or holidays, and he can’t 
see himself doing anything else.  

“ I  H AV E  A  LOT  O F  Q U A L I T Y  O F 
L I F E ,  I  W O U L D  N OT  T R A D E  I T 
F O R  A N Y T H I N G.”   — C O L LO R

C O L L O R  J O S É  D E  A L M E I D A  G U E R R A
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Guido Pinto

PA L M 

Farmer Guido Pinto and his wife, Carmen León of La Concordia, 
Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas, Ecuador, respect the natural 
world – both the land and the wildlife that populate their region. 
“We love animals dearly,” he says, “and we live here as guests of 
this wonderful nature that surrounds us.”

The couple have devoted themselves to caring for animals, and 
their mission is known to others throughout the area. People who 
find injured horses, dogs, birds, and other animals along the road 
often bring them to the Pintos for care, and “we restore them to 
good health,” he says proudly. To nurture the animals and keep 
them close, the Pintos surrounded their house with a protective 
cage, a barrier that keeps the animals near but prevents them from 
entering their home. “But it is us who are ‘jailed’ and the animals 
roam freely on our property,” he says. 

In recent years, Guido has also dedicated himself to nurturing the 
land by shifting to organic farming methods for his palm fruit crop, 

which is processed into palm oil and other products.  “We have not 
used any chemical fertilizer or used any strong artificial products 
for close to a decade,” he says. 

Today, the Pintos’ working relationship with a local organic 
processor has made life better in many ways. First, the Pintos 
enjoy higher, stable prices for their fruit of palm. “Now we know 
how much our income will be and we can plan accordingly,” says 
Guido. “In any case, we know that we are caring for mother earth 
that is so generous to us. We know that all our production is clean, 
healthy, and friendly-with-the-environment,” he adds, “and we 
are proud to know that our products may be used by conscious 
consumers in faraway places all over the planet.”

The shift to organic cultivation has also brought more wild animals 
back to the area. Guido often finds armadillos, many species of 
birds, and even small ocelots while working in the fields. 
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“I N  A N Y  C A S E ,  W E  K N O W  T H AT  W E  A R E 

C A R I N G  F O R  M OT H E R  E A R T H  T H AT  I S 

S O  G E N E R O U S  TO  U S .”

— G U I D O
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Z E N O  M A T I N S  D E  A S S I S
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Jesus Guevara
C O C O A
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A N D R E J S  H A N S O N S
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E D I L B E R T O  +  O L A L I A  D A P I T O  
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